200                  A  MODERN  UTOPIA
" That, of course, runs counter to all our current terrestrial ideas/* I said. " We are obsessed by the power of. money. These rules will work out as a vow of moderate poverty, and if your samurai are an order
of poor men-----"
" They need not be. Samurai who have invented, organised, and developed new industries, have become rich men, and many men who have grown rich by brilliant and original trading have subsequently become samuraL**
" But these are exceptional cases. The bulk of your money-making business must be confined to men who are not samurai. You must have a class of rich,
powerful outsiders-----"
" Have we ? "
*' I don't see the evidences of them/' " As a matter of fact, we have such people 1   There are rich traders, men who have made discoveries in the   economy   of  distribution,   or   who   have   called attention by intelligent, truthful advertisement to the possibilities of neglected commodities, for example.1* " But aren't they a power ? " " Why should they be ? " " Wealth is power." I had to explain that phrase. He protested.    " Wealth/' he said, " is no sort of power at all unless you make it one.   If it is so in your world it is so by inadvertency.   Wealth is a State-made thing, a convention, the most artificial of powers.   You can, by subtle statesmanship, contrive what it shall buy and what it shall not.    In your world it would scorn you have made leisure, movement, any sort of freedom, life itself, purchasable.    The more fools you 1   A poor working man with you is a man in discomfort and fear. No wonder your rich have power.   But here a reasonable leisure, a decent life, is to be had by every man on easier terms than by selling himself to the rich.   And rich as men are here, there is no private fortune in the whole world that is more than a little thing beside the wealth